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AmeriCorps*Texas Disaster Requirements: Past and Present
Past Requirement (2012-13):

Disaster Preparedness, Response and Recovery

OneStar Foundation is requiring the availability of AmeriCorps*Texas members to provide assistance in disaster preparedness, response and recovery activities. Waivers to this requirement will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

State Level: OneStar Foundation may provide support for the Texas Department of Emergency Management (TDEM) in the event of a major disaster. OneStar serves as the main point of contact for national service resources in Texas in times of disaster and may provide support for a volunteer call center and/or reception area. If OneStar is activated by the TDEM, OneStar may require AmeriCorps programs to commit to providing at least 10% of their members to support disaster response and/or recovery needs. 

National Level: If OneStar AmeriCorps programs would like to consider participating in a national response effort through a mission assignment from FEMA and the Corporation for National and Community Service, a Disaster Response Cooperative Agreement must be submitted to OneStar for review. OneStar will address any mission assignment concerns or issues with the program before approving the application and submitting it directly to the CNCS. In addition, any assignment requests by CNCS to your program must be approved by OneStar prior to accepting the assignment.
New Requirement (starting in 2013-14):

Disaster Preparedness, Response and Recovery

OneStar Foundation requires the availability of AmeriCorps*Texas members to acquire basic skills in and to provide assistance with disaster preparedness, response and recovery as needed by the State of Texas. Waivers to this requirement will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

Program/Local Level: OneStar-funded AmeriCorps programs are required to provide basic training to all members on disaster preparedness, response, and recovery on an annual basis. They may do so by partnering with local (city/county) emergency managers, members of their local VOAD (Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster), the Texas Division of Emergency Management (TDEM), or similar agencies. Programs may also elect to provide additional training in a specific disaster focus area (for example, volunteer and/or donations management, disaster medical operations, mass care/shelter operations, etc.). OneStar can provide referrals to knowledgeable disaster trainers or agencies, as needed.
State Level: OneStar serves as the main point of contact for national service resources in Texas in times of disaster and may be activated by the Texas Division of Emergency Management (TDEM) in the event of a major disaster. If OneStar is activated by TDEM, OneStar may require AmeriCorps programs to commit to providing at least 10% of their members to support disaster response and/or recovery needs. Examples of activities members may be asked to provide include establishing volunteer reception centers, managing teams of volunteers, distributing supplies and/or donations, or cleaning up and removing debris.  

National Level: If OneStar AmeriCorps programs would like to consider participating in a national response effort through a mission assignment from FEMA and the Corporation for National and Community Service, a Disaster Response Cooperative Agreement must be submitted to your OneStar Grants Officers for review. OneStar will address any mission assignment concerns or issues with the program before approving the application and submitting it directly to the CNCS. In addition, any assignment requests by CNCS to your program must be approved by OneStar prior to accepting the assignment.
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