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AmeriCorps*Texas Evaluation Resources
General Resources

· A Handbook for Practical Program Evaluation (given to current 2012-13 AmeriCorps*Texas grantees)

· American Evaluation Association (AEA) - http://www.eval.org/
· National Service Knowledge Network Evaluation Resources - http://www.nationalserviceresources.org/category/program-management/program-evaluation
Evaluation Requirements

Previously, OneStar conducted a Statewide Evaluation of AmeriCorps programs that met requirements for participating programs for the following grant cycles:

· 2009-10

· 2010-11

· 2011-12

However, starting with the 2012-13 grant cycle, OneStar will NOT conduct a Statewide Evaluation; therefore, grantees will need to meet the CNCS Evaluation Requirements on their own and must include information in their applications about how they will meet the CNCS Evaluation Requirements by conducting their own internal or external evaluation in accordance with the instructions below. 
Your evaluation requirements differ depending on the amount of your grant, as described in the AmeriCorps Regulations, Section 2522.710:
· If the CNCS Share of your grant is $500,000 or more, you must arrange for an external evaluation of your program, and you must submit the evaluation with any application to CNCS for competitive funds as required in §2522.730 of this subpart.
· If you the CNCS Share of your grant is less than $500,000, or an Education Award Program grantee, you must conduct an internal or an external evaluation of your program, and you must submit the evaluation with any application to CNCS for competitive funds as required in §2522.730 of this subpart. 

If you are continuing in your first project period, please enter N/A in the Evaluation Summary or Plan field since it pertains only to grantees in their second project period (or beyond). 
If you are recompeting for AmeriCorps funds for the first time you must submit a summary of your evaluation efforts or plan to date in the Evaluation Summary or Plan field in eGrants. 
If you are recompeting for a subsequent time, you must submit your evaluation report to OneStar as part of your complete application (see Table 2 below). An evaluation report may be submitted in place of an evaluation plan. 
Table 2: Timeframe for Subgrantee Evaluations (Competitive and Formula)
*NOTE: Your grant cycle timeframe can be determined by looking at the project period on your current Grant Award and your match rate.
	If you are competing for…
	You are…

	Your first AmeriCorps grant 

(first 3-year project period)
	Not required to submit an evaluation plan with the application or complete an evaluation during the initial grant period. You are encouraged to begin the evaluation planning process.

	Your second AmeriCorps grant 

(second 3-year project period)
	Required to submit an evaluation plan with the application and complete the evaluation during the next three-year grant period.

	Your third AmeriCorps grant

(third 3-year project period)
	Required to submit a report on the evaluation conducted during the previous grant period with the application, and submit an evaluation plan for the next grant period with the application.

	An AmeriCorps grant beyond your third grant award 

(fourth 3-year project period or beyond)
	Required to submit an evaluation plan for the next grant period, along with a report that details findings from evaluations conducted in previous grant periods with the application. Evaluation plans should build on previous evaluation efforts. 
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